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CEO Corner 

In support of this year’s 
“Justice for Victims - Justice 
for All”, national theme, CAFY 
hosted their 4th annual 
“Empowering Victims to be 
Effective Witnesses” event.   
This event helped us and the 
clients we serve to spring for-
ward to empowerment.  
Board Member, J. Patricia 
Wilson-Smoot, Prince 

George’s County’s Deputy 
State’s Attorney, mentioned 
during her message to 
crowd of over 100. “I am so 
proud tonight to be a part of 
CAFY, they have continued 
to grow and make a differ-
ence every year.  I remem-
ber driving way to Baltimore 
for their first event but to-
night we are here in the  
county at a sit-down dinner 

and recognizing people who 
have made a difference in 
the community.”    
Mr. Tommie Thompson, 
Director of Prince George’s 
County Housing Depart-
ment, spoke on the changes 
in the county and the pride 
felt as residents witness 
continuous improvement.   
 Continued on page 4      

Inside this edition: 

CAFY’s Banking   
on you 

2 

You SPEAK: 
It takes a Village 

2 

Teens SPEAK: 
Law Day 

3 

Historical Timeline 3 

Continued CEO Cor-
ner 

4 

Court Education 4 
 

Mission Statement 

To Educate, Empower, and 
Embrace victims as they 
speak the truth on their 
journey to justice 

CAFY’s Vision 

To help victims become 
confident and empowered 
survivors by holding offend-
ers accountable. To have a 
shared sense of responsibil-
ity and community awareness 
through continuous educa-
tion and an advocacy-minded 
judicial system 
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Whether it be  caregivers coping 
with stress or individuals dealing 
with the trauma associated with 
the victimization of a loved one: 
increasingly, the medical field is 
uncovering the importance of 
treating individuals who receive 
residual effects of second-hand 
occurrences.  While some domestic 

Defining ‘Secondary Victim’ 

violence survivors may have no family or associates, a 
far greater number have extensive support networks; 
these individuals, too, are negatively effected when 
they discover the trauma that a loved one is undergo-
ing.  In addition to the shock, anger and hurt experi-
enced, many also must cope with the victim’s resent-
ment, withdrawal, and anger, The following provides 
some examples of how to proactively and reactively 
handle the fore mentioned emotions: 

• Prepare the significant other(s) for the possible psychological and physiological responses the vic-
tim may experience as a result of the abuse  

• Arm yourself with information: secondary victims often desire, as do primary victims, definite 
information: 'When will I feel better?" or "How can I help him or her?" Find available alterna-
tives to help with the healing process 

• Listen to their concerns and feelings and respect the victim’s right to make decisions about 
safety, etc. 
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What if  CAFY earned a penny every time 

you searched the Internet? Or how about 

if a percentage of every purchase you 

made online went to support our cause?  

Well, now it can!  

GoodSearch.com is a new Yahoo-

powered search engine that donates half 

its advertising revenue, about a penny 

per search, to the charities its users 

designate. Use it just as you would any 

search engine, get quality search results 

from Yahoo, and watch the donations 

add up! 

 GoodShop.com is a new online shopping 

mall which donates up to 37 percent of 

each purchase to your favorite cause! 

Hundreds of great stores including Ama-

zon, Target, Gap, Best Buy, ebay, Macy's 

and Barnes & Noble have teamed up with 

GoodShop and every time you place an 

order, you’ll be supporting your favorite 

cause.  

Just go to www.goodsearch.com and be 

sure to enter Community Advocates for 

Family & Youth, Inc. (CAFY) as the 

charity you want to support.   And, be 

sure to spread the word!  

When looking up the word 
‘empowerment’, one discovers 
that it can be utilized as both 
a verb and a noun; under-
standably, it has as many 
definitions as applications. 
However one defines empow-
erment, the central objec-
tive/theme should  always be 

to cultivate a sense of control. This quarter’s 
newsletter was designed to let individuals know 
that we all have 
unique individual 
character- istics 
that can be culti-
vated to exert 
influence, power, or 
order. Power-

lessness comes from the sense 
of being unable to affect a 
surrounding environment. We 
all have it within our power to 
alter our circumstances, but 
we  must make the initial step. 
step. 

 

You SPEAK 
It Takes a Village 
  
What I love about CAFY is OHANA!  Ohana 
means family: no one gets left behind (quote 
from Lilo & Stitch). We all understand that 
there is power in unity.  When we work with 
our clients we display teamwork.  The con-
cept of ‘working together’ means winning 
together.  You may ask the question how do 
we win?  We win when someone stands up 
and declares "I refuse to be a victim".  We 
win when a mother is comforted by other 
mothers in the support group.  We win when 
TAVA spreads the word that love hurts when 
it comes from the fist.  We win when a 
brother understands that NO means NO.  The 
advocates don't just inspire their client's but 
the clients inspire the advocates.  We all 
work together to break down barriers and 
build bridges that we may all walk across 
together. 
      This year we started a new program 
called "The Alternative Suspension Pro-
gram".  I have been blessed to be one of the 
facilitor's for this program.  This program 

allows children to come to the program in-
stead of being home or out on the street 
getting in more trouble.  The program allows 
children to learn and reflect on their behav-
ior.  I have a motto that I tell the young 
people "ABC" ( Attitude, Behavior, Conse-
quences) meaning if you have a bad attitude 
you are going to display bad behavior and 
the consequences will also be bad.  However 
a good attitude equals good behavior and the 
end result is a good consequence.  We en-
courage the children to do self examina-
tion.  Many of these children have forgotten 
how to dream; others have allowed their 
present condition to put them in bond-
age.  We encourage our youth to understand 
that  we are products of our past but we 
don't have to be prisoner's to it.  We believe 
that no dream will be deferred and if they 
work hard they can be whatever they want to 
be.  In fact we tell them to take certain 
words out of their vocabulary such as "I 
can't, I don't know, I can't do it" and “It 
doesn’t matter”.  Theses words kill dreams 
and they all should be dreamers.   
         We want the young women to know 
that they are more than just around the way 
girls but they have purpose.  We encourage 

our young men to be proud to succeed.  We 
let the young women and men know they are 
visionaries.  They all have power, confidence 
and the ability to effect change not just in 
their environment but in the world.   
          The biggest lesson I have learned from 
working with people is change.  The only thing 
worse than change is remaining the same 
when you know you need to change.  Change 
can be a scary thing for some people but it 
can also be a very rewarding experi-
ence.  Change starts in the mind and then it 
moves to the heart.  Change is not something 
that happens over night but it is a proc-
ess.  When going through the process of 
change it's important to have people in your 
inner circle that are not going to judge you 
but encourage you until you get to the next 
level.  I want to encourage everyone who 
is reading this article to change.  To 
those that say one person can't change 
the world my reply to that is one person 
may not be able to change the world but 
to that one person you are helping, you 
become the world.   

Faith without work is dead!                      

Vondale, CAFY Volunteer 
  

Every Time You Search—Our Cause Earns Money 
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"Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it's the  

only thing that ever has." Margaret Mead  



Teen Hotlines 
******************* 
RAINN 
Rape, Abuse and Incest 
Network 
800.656.HOPE 
24 hr Hotline 
Youth Crisis Hotline 
800.448.4663 
800.227.8922 
 

1972  
The first three victim assistance pro-
grams are created: 

• Aid for Victims of Crime in St. Louis, 
Missouri;  

• Bay Area Women Against Rape in San 
Francisco, California; and  

• Rape Crisis Center in Washington, D.C.  

1974  

The U.S. Congress passes the Child 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Act which establishes the National 
Center on Child Abuse and Neglect 
(NCCAN).   

1965  
The first crime victim compensa-
tion program is established in 
California  

TAVA SPEAKS OUT AT LAW DAY 

(excerpt from Gazette.com)..Law Day, sponsored annu-
ally by the Prince George’s County State’s Attorney’s Office, 
brings about 75 high school students together with lawyers to 
discuss legal issues that may affect them. Students also get infor-
mation on how they can pursue a career in law. Teens spoke 
about some of the problems they face in schools after they saw 
the fake fight ‘‘At my school, it happens a lot,” said Fairmont 
Heights High School sophomore Tishanda McCown. ‘‘People 
rush to see it, but they don’t do anything about it. You should go 
to a principal or a guidance counselor and tell someone.” 

The skit was put on by members of Teens 
Against Assault, Violence and Abuse, an or-
ganization started two years ago at Bowie High 
School by senior Laura Joell and other students. 

 

 To register call  

301-390-4092 

 

 

Teens SPEAK 
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1975  
The first "Victims' Rights 
Week" is organized by the 
Philadelphia District Attorney. 
Citizen activists from across 
the country unite to expand 
victim services and increase 
recognition of victims' rights 
through the formation of the 
National Organization for 
Victim Assistance (NOVA). 

1976  
Nebraska becomes the first 
state to abolish the marital 
rape exemption. 

1980  
Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) is founded after 
the death of 13-year-old Cari Lightner, who was killed by a 
repeat offender drunk driver.  

1981  
Ronald Reagan becomes the first Presi-
dent to proclaim "Crime Victims' Rights 
Week" in April. 1983  

The Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) is created by 
the U.S. Department of Justice within the Office of 
Justice Programs to implement recommendations from 
the President's Task Force on Victims of Crime.  

1990  
The Student Right-to-Know and Campus Security Act, 
requiring institutions of higher education to disclose 
murder, rape, robbery and other crimes on campus, is 
signed into law by President Bush. 

U.S. Congress passes legislation proposed by MADD to 
prevent drunk drivers and other offenders from filing 
bankruptcy to avoid paying criminal restitution or civil 
fines. 

1992  
Twenty-eight states pass anti-
stalking legislation. 

Massachusetts passes a landmark 
bill creating a statewide computer-
ized domestic violence registry and 
requires judges to check the regis-
try when handling such cases. 

1993  
President Clinton signs the "Brady Bill" requiring a waiting period for 
the purchase of handguns. 

Congress passes the Child Sexual Abuse Registry Act establishing a 
national repository for information on child sex offenders. 
Twenty-two states pass stalking statutes, bringing the total num-
ber of states with stalking laws to 50, plus the Dis-
trict of Columbia. 

1996  
Federal Victims' Rights Constitutional 
Amendments are introduced in both houses 
of Congress with bi-partisan support.  

1998  
PL 105-244, the Higher Education Amendments of 1998, is passed. Part E of this legislation, "Grants to Combat Violent 
Crimes Against Women on Campus," is authorized through the year 2003, and appropriates a total of $10 million in grant 
funding to the Violence Against Women Grants Office for fiscal year 1999. Another primary aim of this legislation is to 
reduce binge drinking and illegal alcohol consumption on college campuses. 

Crime Right’s in America: 
An historical timeline 



He commended   the awardees and 
recognized CAFY with a plaque from 
the Department of Housing for their 
work on issues like teen domestic 
violence and victimization, sexual 
assault and abuse.    Highlights in-
cluded the recognition of five people 
who have offered excellence in their 
service to victim services.   
 
The first award “Service Excel-
lence” - defined as someone who 
takes action, meets a need before it is 
even defined as a need, does it and 
does it with a high level of excellence. 
Two were given - Bill Walton, retired 
military, CAFY Outreach Volunteer 
and recent Board Member, was rec-
ognized for his work in obtaining 
CAFY’s office space, creating county 
exposure for CAFY and his contribu-
tion in CAFY’s increased self-referral 
growth were tied to the opportunities 
Bill created. And,  Konan of Balti-
more’s 92Q has worked for the past 3 
years with CAFY’s teen advocate 
group helping to facilitate Choose 
Respect, Accountability and Male 
Victimization issues for TAVA’s out-
reach efforts and during their 
“Teaming Up against Victimization”.   
Konan was recognized for his ability 
to step in where he saw a need, his 
love of youth, his willingness to speak 
candidly and offer support to encour-
age teen involvement and stand 

against youth violence and victimiza-
tion.    
 
“Presidential Volunteer Gold 
Award”.  This award started by Presi-
dent Carter recognizes people in the 
community who go above and beyond 
to make a difference in their commu-
nity and neighborhood.  Georgianna 
Carrington, Victim Advocate Volunteer 
for two years has been instrumental in 
the smooth transition of CAFY’s victim 
services support at the PGPD’s Spe-
cial Crimes Section.  She has built 
strong relationships with the detec-
tives, acts as CAFY’s crisis interven-
tion advocate and facilitates the Par-
ent’s Court Education portion.  She 
has devoted well over 300 hours and 
has demonstrated she is valuable re-
source to her team and the clients she 
serves.   
 
“Inspired to be Empowered”.  This 
award was given to a parent and child, 
(names not disclosed to protect their 
privacy) two people who have maneu-
vered the criminal justice system and 
came out even stronger than they were 
before they went in.  They have turned 
their tragedy into a victory that has 
strengthened their mother daughter 
bond.  Now they both work with CAFY 
to share their testimony with others to 
help empower others.   
 

The “Award of Distinction” given to 
Major Gary E. Cunningham.  He was 
recognized for giving CAFY an oppor-
tunity but more importantly for his work 
as a Commander that does not often 
say what can’t be done, but rather fo-
cuses on solutions and getting things 
done.  His ability not to be limited be-
cause of resources, funding, and 
boundaries but rather working outside 
the box to seek ways to get things 
done and because he walks in that 
belief, Major Cunningham received 
CAFY’s 1st “Award of Distinction”.   
 
We are proud of the people recognized 
this year and  very excited about our 
growth and impact in the community.  I 
am proud of the CAFY team who are 
committed to servant hood and excel-
lence.  Thanks to “Event Plan-It”, Caro-
lyn Wood, who volunteered her time 
and created  a wonderful community 
event.    
 
I am a better person with a focused 
mission because each person has 
crossed my path.  Whatever your role 
and participation, for that evening,  
thank you for being a part of CAFY’s 
“Empowering Victims to be Effective 
Witness - 2008. 
 
 
 
Arleen B. Joell, CEO 
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CEO Corner, conti………..  

Cool, Collected and telling their story in the Courtroom 
Whether it is Youth or Adult Court Education CAFY is helping to create 

“Effective Witnesses” 

There is nothing more scary then facing the unknown .  For most, the courtroom can 
be an unknown and uncertain place.  CAFY’s Court Education program is devised to 
take away the mystery.  Survivors of Crime come in all ages and so does CAFY’s 
Court Education.  It is tailored to work with survivors of all ages. 
Youth Court Education-Survivors ages 5-18 and their non-offending Parent/Legal Guardian 

 Adult Court Education-Adults 19 and over and their supporter’s. 





MCASA’s - Women of Color Conference 
August 21, 2008 

The East Meets West: 
Cross Cultural Perspectives towards Addressing 

and Preventing Sexual Assault 
For further information please contact Kathy@mcasa.org  

or call (410) 974-4507 

Save the Dates for the Following : 

P.O. Box 4419 
Capitol Heights, MD 20791 
Phone: 301-390-4092  

Fax: 301-249-1805E-mail: admin@communityadvocates.info 
24 Hours a Day- 
National Domestic Violence Hotline  
1-800-799-SAFE(7233) 
1-800-787-3224(TTY) 
Support*Free*Anonymous*Confidential 

Community Advocates for Family and Youth 

Special Sponsors 
CAFY is funded by generous donations from 
sponsors like YOU! 

CAFY Sponsorship 
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Comments: 

Name 

Address 

Phone 

Sponsorship Form 
If you wish to make a donation………... 

$50 

$100 

$200 

$500 

$1000 

Other Amount: 

TAVA 

(Teens against Assault Violence & 
Abuse) 

Register NOW  for TAVA’s 2008-09 Group.  
Call 3-01-390-4092 

A good way for teens to make a differ-
ence & earn community service hours 

Victim Services Training & Retreat 

Friday, June 27, 2008 

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 

Anne Arundel Community College  
To reserve your spot, pleases email : 

rwoolford@dpscs.state.md.us 

Become CAFY’s Volunteer Coordinator: 

The Volunteer Coordinator (VC) position is an 11-month; 20-
hour per week position with the Community Advocates for 
Family & Youth (CAFY) and will build on an existing volunteer 
program that focuses on providing services to victims of crime 
and their families.  The VC service year will begin on Septem-
ber 17, 2008 and conclude on August 4, 2009 with the poten-
tial of another year.  VC will focus on recruiting and managing 
volunteers that will serve as victim advocate volunteers.  
These Volunteers can work in three areas - those who will 
work with victims to assess their needs and provide appropri-
ate resources, those working in CAFY’s Court Education Pro-
gram, or volunteers helping in self-help support groups and 
mediations services.  The VC will recruit ten new volunteers 
for these programs, focus on identifying bilingual support, and 
strengthen an already existing volunteer program by develop-
ing ways to measure the volunteer’s impact. 

 

To apply call 301-390-4092, email 
ajoell@communityadvocates.info for an application packet.  
The Volunteer Coordinator (VC) position is created in partner-
ship with Volunteer Maryland AmeriCorps. 

Creating a Connection  

Sweed Dalton 
Linda Williams 
Janlee Bailey 
HCD International 
Geddie Group, Inc 
Centeral M.D. Nephrology 
John Staurulakis 

Joseph Ramsey, Jr. 
Calvin Martin 
Jackie Lipscombe 
Milton Henderson 
Kim Johnson 
Williette & Robert Joell 
Renee Carson 

Sponsorship Spotlight 
Thank you to our Spring Sponsors 


